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Proliiil*^ lo l(<‘ 


D espite Uic miliur>’ moves on both 
the Eastern and the Western Fronts, 
the struggle in Greece remains by far the 
most important issue for the international 
working class. For the military events of 
war (apart from the senseless loss of workers’ 
lives they entail) concern chiefly those whose 
interests are at stake—the rival capitalist 
power groups. They have no direct effea 
on the fundamental issue underlying the 
war and the peace—the struggle of rulers 
against those whom they rule. But this 
struggle is the central issue in Greece, and 
no apology is needed for dwelling still fur¬ 
ther in so important a question. Once more 
the cunning, the ruthlessness, and the 
brutality of ruling class policy seems to be 
triumphing, as it triumphed in Spain, as it 
triumphed eighteen months ago in Italy. 
It is therefore of the utmost importance that 
we should strive to understand the signifi¬ 
cance of these cruel and tragic events. 

Churchill has reacted to the great wave 
of sympathy for the Greek workers which 
swept the country at the first news of the 
British support for Greek police tyranny. 
Misrepresentation has been carefully and 
liberally strewn by the penny press of the 
Tories—the Times and the Manchester 
Guardian could not bring themselves to 
stoop to the level of Camrose and Kemsley, 
Beaverbrook and Roihermere. Such a tis¬ 
sue of falseness has been created that it is 
necessary to remind ourselves how the 
Greek fighting started. It began on Dec. 
2nd, 1944 when Greek police fired on an 
unarmed demonstrauon of men, women and 
children, who by a bitter irony were carry¬ 
ing British and American flags. British 
soldiers had stood passively by this mas¬ 
sacre, but on December 5 th, Churchill 
issued orders to General Scobie to use what¬ 
ever force might be necessary “to drive out 
the E.L.A.S. bands”, British armed inter¬ 
vention against the Greek people had 
started. 


It is necessary to remember t^' I - 
Churchill and ruling clais pro|- 
been busy peddling the lin« that it v ’• 
Greek workers who started the 
Yet the Times correspondent wrot^: on 
December 2nd that “the seeds of ivil w.w 
were well and truly sown by the Athens 
police this morning.” 

Churchiir.s Sonicrsiuilis 

Churchill has excelled himself in lies and 
about-facc.s. In the aunimn of he 

praised the heroism of the Greek part!=^ans 
—the people against whom he has now flung 
British tanks and planc.s. These w>re the 
people whom the British Goverment gave 
arms to, and who drove out the Gemtans be¬ 
fore the Allies landed again in Greece. .And 
these arc the same people of whom Chur¬ 
chill dared to say on Januar\- iSth. that 
they had done very little against the Ger¬ 
mans. “I am not prepared.” he .said, “to 
pay them anything like the tributes that are 
paid to the French or Belgian Maquis or 
to the men in Italy who were in the moun¬ 
tains and fought a desperate battle." It 
clearly does not suit him to pay such a 
tribute. 

On December 8th he calls them “gang¬ 
sters”, “bandits”, and “ruffians”. At 
Christmas he sits at a conference table wi^ 
them and addresses them as “comrades in 
the common struggle against the Nazi 
tyranny.” By January iSih, they have be¬ 
come “Trotskyists’! ! Mr. Churchill ex¬ 
plains that he thinks “Trotskyism is a bet¬ 
ter definition for the Greek Communists 
and certain other sects than the normal 
word. It has the advantage of being 
equally hated in Russia.” 

Churchill’s case amounts to this: that it 
was the duty of the British to intenene to 
stop the civil war which the Greek parti¬ 
sans had brought on their unwilling country¬ 
men. It is only necessary to recall that it 
was the Greek police who had been allied 


FREEDOM PRESS RAIDS 

threat to the Freedom of Expression 


Since our last report was published, 'wc have 
received an inventory of the ^oods taken by 
the C.l.D. during their raids on the Freedom 
Press and the homes of two comrades on 
December 12th. It is interesting to note that 
among the books removed were u copy of 
••Your Child and Beauty” and a “Report on 
Nutrition.** Without much knowledge of 
what constitutes evidence of the commission 
of an offence under Defence Regulation 39a, 
we certainly cannot stretch our imagination to 
see the connection between **Your Child and 
Beauty** and disaBection. Probably this copy 
was removed by the same realous female 
officer who suggested ripping down the wall 
paper to hnd evidence! 

Seven Search Warrants 

The more serious aspect of the police 
attacks on the Freedom Press is the facility 
with which even in a so called democracy the 
forces of “law and order” are able to obtain 
•earch-warrants. Quite apart from the 
aearches made on the persons ond in the kits 
of soldiers, we know of at least SF^VEN 
warrants being issued under 39a for the search 
of premises and homes of people connected 
with or interested in the work of Freedom 
Press. In one case C.l.D. officers actually 
broke into premises as nobody was in to 
answer the door. This fact was mentioned 
casually in conversation by C.l.D. officers more 
than a month after forcing an entry into 
premises. And we are not aware of any 
inventory of goods removed by them or of u 
communication to the effect that nothing was 
removed. 

It is clear that 39a is becoming an excuse 
to empower C.l.D. Special Branch to snoop 
at will on the private lives of people connected 
with the Freedom Press. And why should 
they stop at Freedom Press? In the Corres¬ 
pondence column we publish a letter from a 
sympathiser who was the victim of a search 
under 39a« end it will be noted that personal 
belongings having not even the remotest con¬ 
nection with 39si were removed. And how 
nice of the officer who called the next day 
to esk whether he could join the surrealist 
movement. Of course he only wanted to join 
because he was really interested in surrealism! 

What Kind of Freedom? 

It is high time people started to do a httle 
thinking for themselves. In Europe* 
^Ubmrted' from or enslaved by the 
Ilia nile of force continues. The 


police forces arc still there to shoot down the 
people ot the behest of whichever government 
is in power. In Greece Churchill used them 
1 to shoot down the “patriots” of yesterday. 
In Italy Badoglio ond Bonomi have used them 
to shoot down the hungry demonstrators. In 
Rumania and Hungary the same story will be 
told- In this country we arc slowly but surely 
reaching the stage where liberty is a word with 
no meaning. Wc say that because w'c do not 
consider the right to obey as being Frcdoni 
and wc certainly do not admit that tolerating 
Freedom of Speech and of the Press IS Free¬ 
dom. In April 1940 wc published an article 
in War Commentary entitled “The Limits of 
Democracy” in which wc quoted from a 
speech by Lord Halifax. It deserves to be 
quoted again. It was in answer to Lord 
Ponsonby, the well knowTi pacifist and author 
of **Fttlschoods in Wartime” who had stated 
in the House of Lords “I am not n minority of 
one in this House and outside 1 cim count my 
supporters by the thousand . . .” 

Lord Halifax said: “The Germans may be 
very ill-informed about us in sonic respects, 
but they ore not so ill-infomicd as not to know' 
that Lord Ponsonby does not speak for any 
great volume of opinion. THE FACT THAT 
WE ALLOWED HIM TO SPEAK IN PUB¬ 
LIC, w'hich w'ould not be ullow'cd in Germany, 
WOULD BE A MOST CONVINCING 
PROOF THAT WE WERE NOT GREATLY 
INTIMIDATED BY THE DIFFERENCE OF 
OPINION HE MIGHT REPRESENT.** 

In other words you ore tolerated so long 
08 the ruling class feel secure and in no 
immediate danger that your views will reach 
more than half a dozen people. They then 
prattle about Freedom of the Press, and tell 
foreign visitors to go to Marble Arch to witness 
Freedom of Speech in practice and continue to 
hold down the mass of the people in economic 
(and consequently moral) servitude with a 
benevolent smile on their lips. 

Wc do not know how the present campaign 
against the Freedom Press will end. We 
recognise it as n bitter attack on the Freedom 
of the Press. This is the view which luis been 
expressed in the many letters niid messages of 
support and cneouragoment w'c have received. 
It is an attack which must be given the widest 
publicity amongst the workers in this country 
and abroad and in those organs of the Press 
which still have sufficient dignity and vision 
to realize that the threat to FREEDOM 
PRESS may be a threat to all Freedom of 
expr99iiQa« 
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only one Lr«v^«ty oi pisr^iaied by 
propaganda of retaioo. A Sidkl to 

represent 17 Trad^ Urdesas on the Bhtish 

Amba&sador early in to ^bank the 

British troop? for ihdr intervenctan and coor 
demn E.L.A.S. as responaibk for the Civil 
War. Tliis last absurdity, with its complete 
neglect of the pan played by the Athena police, 
is enough by itself to expose the “delegation” as 
a fake. However, this propaganda ruse proved 
to be an even more brazen lie. It was headed 
by a man named Krokos. Krokos turns out to 
be the secretary of a company union of em¬ 
ployees of Hriiish and American petrol com¬ 
panies in Athens and the Piraeus. He assisted 
the Minister of Labour in the Meiaxas dictator¬ 
ship to form a Labour Front on the Nazi model. 
He took no part in the resistanc’e movement 
against the Nazis, and was even recognized by 
them. This is the man who heads the “delega¬ 
tion” claiming to represent the people of Greece 
bearing their “thanks” to the interventionist 
British forces against which they have fought 
with such heavy losses. 

On top of all this pitiful pretence, it is neces¬ 
sary to bear constantly in mind that the British 
authorities and their Greek puppets will not per¬ 
mit any journalist to enter E.L.A.S. territory. 
They are therefore able to invent any falsehood 
they like—no one can contradict it. This is the 
type of “truth” about which Mr. Churchill 
bombinated so brazenly in Parliament. 

General Plastiras 

The fighting was brought to a dose on the 
promise of “amnesty”, “no proscription”, “no 
reprisals” and so on. And who is the pacific 
figure who is to effect this bland mission? 
General Plastiras* record is one which makes 
him peculiarly well fitted instead to carry out 
the “liberating” policy of the British govern¬ 
ment. He is well fitted to stand with Franco 
and Badoglio and those other politidans Avith 
whom Churchill seems to find such ready S 3 rm- 
pathy. 

General Plastiras claims to represent law and 
order, and so he may—as ruling groups under¬ 
stand the term. During the last war he earned 
a reputation for ruthJessness, and the nickname 
“Black Pepper**. After the war, he led a Greek 
interventionist force to join WrangePs White 
army against the Russian Revolution. In 1922 
he led a mutiny of Greek Army officers who 
court-mariialled and executed six Greek minis¬ 
ters—an action which the Times said had ‘‘em¬ 
bittered Greek political life for a generation.** 

In 1933 he declared himself Dictator. In 
1935, he again led a revolt, this time an abortive 
one, for the Army did not support him and he 
was sentenced to death and escaped into exile. 
He lived in France, and when the Nazis occu¬ 
pied the country he opened negotiations with 
them. These appear to have fallen through. 
But Plastiras* luck was not quite out, for the 
very soon found employment under the Allies, 
and became prime minister of Greece on Jan¬ 
uary 2 nd. 

Covering Up 

This unsavoury figure has the job of restoring 
order. His record shows how well equipped he 
is for such a bloodstained task. Despite all 
ChurchilPs whitewash about “no reprisals”, “full 
amnesty** and so on, Plastiras declared that 
“when Attica had been cleared, I am confident 
that all Greece will be purged of the E.L.A.S. 
in a few weeks”. This only a day after a truce 
line had been agreed upon whereby E.L.A.S. 
were to withdraw from Athens and for a fifteen 

^CpHtinued on p, 4, col, 4) 
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What u)us the »Mohe ? 


The gentleman with the grin li Major- J 
General Erich Elstcr, of the German Army# 
He has just concluded negotiations for surren¬ 
dering the 20,000 troops under his command 
to the Americans, represented here by Lieut. 
Col. Bertram Kalisch (left) and Lieut# Col. 
Jules K. French. The reason for Herr 
Kommandant's geniality is suggested by the 
following account of the incident in the N#y# 
Times of September 18 last: 

“BEAUGENCY, France, September 17.— 
All day long German forcas of occupation 
from the Loire south to the Pyrenees have 
been converging on this ancient town to 
surrender their weapons to the U.S. Ninth 
Army • • # What makes this surrender differ¬ 
ent is the decision to permit the Germans to 
keep their weapons until tomorrow. 

“Tlic Nazis have been exasperating the 
French people by marching insolently through 
villugCH en route to Bcaugency, singing Ger¬ 
man buttle airs, breaking into the goose step, 
and holding aloft their banners, emblazoned 
with swastikas. Thu French arc losing the 
pleasure they might have expected to take in 
seeing 20,000 Germans surrender. The 
people ore watching in silence as the grey- 
uniformed German columns file by • , • They 
are frightened, and fed insulted. 

“One reason the Germans were allowed to 
keep their artillery, grenades, machine guns 
and small arms fully loaded is Gen. Elster^s 
distrust of the French Forces of the Interior 
• • • Another reason little discussed in official 
quarters is the reluctance to have so rich a 
haul of weapons fall into the hands of French 
frnnes-tireurs, especially Communist eUineilts, 


which arc numerous here, it is said.** 

No w'onder Herr Kommandant is smiling. 
And the two American ooioncls seem to get 
the joke, too. 

The episode may well be the most signifi¬ 
cant event in the entire war. Tlie fate of 
postwar Europe will depend on the success 
or failure of the Allies in stifling revolutionary 
movements. And aothing is harder to deal 
with than a population which has guns. 
“Who made all men equal?” ran the frontier 
conundrum. The answers “Not God and not 
Thomas Jefferson, but Mr. Colt.” 

Writing in The Sation for September 30, 
Albert Norden describes how the Allied High 
Command acted after the last war: 

**Foehc was so afraid of revolution that he 
refused to demand the immediate dissolution 
of the German General Staff. • • • He permit¬ 
ted tho regiments that remained loyal to the 
Kaiser to march back into Germany fully 
armed and in close formation. Lender the 
leadership of the General .Staff, they slumped 
out the revolution and became the germ cells 
of Hitler’s Wehrniocht. Two such unim¬ 
peachable witnesses as Clemcnccau and 
Barthou agree that Marshal Foch permitted 
the German General Staff and the Ebert 
government to keep 5,000 machine guns ^su 
they could turn them against the revolution*.*’ 
In the usual llblab fashion, Norden asked l 
“Will the supreme coitimander in 1944 repeat 
the mistakes of the supreme commander in 
1919?** The answer isi he will, and they 
weren’t mislakest How long are wc going tii 
continue to he disappointed when tikcrD don’t 
behave like lambs? 

Frgm “ Fgliuca ** 
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this govcmmcTR arc Ccns<rr\ative-Xancvn- 
sitists, the pany oi the cx-Rcgcnt Admiral 
Horthy, and ihcv arc sipponcd by so^Ifcd 
democratic groups Signilk,Amfy the Pre¬ 
mier in this government is a General named 
Bela Miklos. Xo donbi the Russians realise 
that a militarist is probably better able to 
control the popt^lanon than any of the Left 
wing parnen. 

The new Bulgarian government likewise 
h a oc^luiiYn. this time of the Military 
Leag\K. Agrarians, SodaUsts and Commun¬ 
ion. The giMcrmncnt is known as the 
Patrimic Front and the kq^ positions are 
held by members of 'he Right ^ing Mili¬ 
tary league. This entires that the Bul¬ 
garian army leaden hAvt a say in the cw- 
rrnl ot the covimrr. and that the Bulgarian 
military frrees will be cc-openririg with the 
RcxT Army. 

The sasrK kmd of gr^TTsenent is faNtwred 
bs Rnstia fc*r Rnmsoia* here again the 
leader is a Genr.-ai and the govcmiTicnt is 
co m p t^ ^ ftsf Right wmg and l.cft wing 
rtrsnenrsi. 

Although ^Tperflc-ilTy Sraii^s^TOOge 
grwrturscjtt frr Poland fooka «fiffciait, yet 
(he I.trbfm i'Vmmirrte will play the same 
port as rhe rpLrarists arc dlciag for Stalin 
in the Bilfcms. Rii^sia wants to control 
ditfjct :he peticy cf coontrics 

which are Sfiim trusts the 
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*n Ihc first article the Author traced the development of education from the .^e/itccnth 
|i.ury. He showed how on class issues the school histoid books of to-day contain gross 
niisreprcsentations which in Rertrand Russell’s words teach the young to die in buttle for 
Capitalist dividends. The article concluded with a condemnation of State education, its 
mcehauisatiou of the child mind, its suppression to traditional social forms, forms ohich have 
for ever proven their inability to cater for a happy and iwacc-abidin.^ community. 

TH1«: I'AMU.Y AS AN INSTITUTION 
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^^NOIHER important item to be conridcred is the child in 
it^ present context of family life. By the concentration 
on the blo^ tie, and the setting up of the family as a vital 
institution within society, the political administration-s have man- 
ag^L by an over-emphasis in education, to bias the youthful 
aititvKle to the extent of completely upsetting the individual's 
sense of values in society, and caused a concentration on the 
family circle to the detriment of interest in social matters. Added 
to this has been the contribution of the Churches which hare 
ahs^yi regarsicd the family unit as an axiom for social rights 
and privileges. To a degrre, the family in its present insiiluiion- 
alired form, supports the tradition of 'divide and rule*; for whilst 
pceyde coocentTite on safeguarding their family interests from 
the evils of the rest of society, they obviously beco^ a prey 
to the dictates of governments and the careerist requirements of 
\x>litical parties. It must therefore be asserted that the aboli¬ 
tion of the insriuiticnatized family is desirable. Not that friend¬ 
ship and mutual co-operation should cease to e.xist between 
bK^ relltfc'ir.s, but that the compulsion and duty elements be 
remored to a Bow the child to develop in the fullest sense of 
h-irmony with S 4 >nciy as a whole, fu choice of associations 
and companionships should be unhindered by pre-assumed 
notis^ns of duty to family, maintaining family tradirion, etc., and 
its ctTocu tow-irds sodal intercourse should not be thwarted by 
the rtqtnremer.n of cbligaEons to blood relations. 

.Ample legal fadlities cater for the requirements of main¬ 
taining the family $y5ten>—by right of inheritaisoc and other 
means. In «ome cases by the accumulation of wealth the in- 
'ritutionalixed family acquires position in a certain social stratum; 
in other cases, famihes are so concerned with gelling a suffidcncy 
of food and the bare requirements of existence that they too 
ding to the instiiudonaKred form of family life; but in the 
latter case it is a desperate assodaiion—-one of a struggle for 
survival Tt is therefore correct to say that in the family system 
capitaKsm finds a fertile- basis for its policy of creating divisions 
in society; whilq within the framework of the family some arc 
cooctmed with acquiring and protecting wealth from other am¬ 
bitious believers in thrift and fortune, others are engaged 
in aping the wealthier das-ses and improving their k<—aU to 
the detriment of those families (the majority) who, often for 
«»xne precarious reason or other, do not succe^ in maintaining 
t decent standard of Hfe. By an indoctrination of the farmly 
ss>-;an the child never gets the opportunity to approach society 
with an open mind. TTie child's first experience in family life 
•s ooe charged with all the implications of divided and frustrated 
society—a con<fitxon necessary to the successful functioning of 
capi»3!i«m. 

In many srays and in most ca.ses, the contemporary child is 
profested to a point of (fistraction from fundamental and natural 
development- There are compariiively few families or schools 
in which the abilities of the very young child are fully realised 
and where the infant can learn things by personal experience. 
True, precautiocis should be taken to enstire that no real harm 
^biRild come to the child, but the tendencies in this (fireciioo are 
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usually over-reached- The child b regarded 3 , 1 Ix.V - ' 
which ai *** be control^ j aoA v..fr<xu i; »K- ' 

of this can be either a ien<xncy towards I^Kjt of 
or a reactionary over-assertion, which in cHh-rf 
mature being to be out of perspective sexr *:>, woh ah 
over-complicated society. The laflucnces oi sc^ o| ard famil» 
the school with its formulative and biaied tra:rjrv% 
with the institutionalized and protccuve iren fs create a ^ 

of mind wherein the conBicts aroused can r^^i^Jy t.* co-fe?.-:rA 
In many cases these dis'ersive tendencies ire maintained through¬ 
out life—aggravated and twisted by day to ^y .'ip^rknces; 
whether they arc by the dishorwsiy which is an pan 

of the present compeuiive system, or by the fn.*' caused 

by a struggle in the labour market. It would appear therefore 
that a healthy approach to the quesiioo of Education brings oce 
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into conflict with the whole structure of modern society; tltti 
side by side with a revolutionary approach h’-'man social 
forms as a whole, is the need for a revision of altitude in ^ 
relationship of the adult to the child, and the method by which 
the child be<»cnes accustomed to the tendencies and require- 
menu of society. 

A reference to the attitude of William .Alcvtis towards the 
^Id and learning would perhaps be timely. In his ‘ Xew^ from 
Nowh«e” he visualises a society which has Jiipensed with the 
edu^iional imtitution of the Khool. Children learn from ex- 
association with dungs and people, they are 
aiiow^ a fmdom of action which often mi»nifests itself in 
Rouping with other children and setting off on camping expedi- 
uons and tours. Writing at a very early age is not eixcuraged- 
reopie no longer live by the clock, so there ;s no urgency in this 
process of a^uiring knowledge by experience- They kam to 
read w^n they desire it. For aU dtizens have a deep sense of 
responsibility tov^rds observing the wishes c. the children. The 
natural urge to imitate the adults in the varicus o^:upatk>ns of 
the ^y is encot^ged, so ilat a child can help to make things 
within the limitations of its physical powers. Uiualiv the 
children decided on what to do as an occupation at the ^ of 
twenty. Until then they did much as ih^ wished, iccludicg 
serving in shops which supplied citizens according to their 
requiiecsents without monetary payment- 

Like the work as a whole, these ideas are generally referred 
to as ‘‘Utopian** and “impracticable**. In as far as the Irr.ire- 
diate issue concerning us, that is true, but progress lorads 
that end is highly desirable. 

To formulate an altitude to-^ds education it is necessary 
to dispense with many of the accepted notions of what are 
most desirable qualities to be expected of the chili at certain 


devek'ping the iedividij^ characrer itvJ f,.-Jarring Ove 
ability of each J^ilA Tee \o iv^n is i 

over ihe cofnmum’y >? f-r ;hi» ^ 

:iulcs of lI:< r.iff -An eoc«. :o . i, ;-x. 

for scci^! use in that c\ rr x_.r/:> -instrjrLion icxvf ' it :o ihr 
wishes of the children—no lii-'i-and 

There is no reason why simi'ir .sdx.xJi t^a br f i£i 

tdvanced oommuniue? specij'i^ng in icchcirti -r 
ing ^Iso in the formatsof ad. t <cb‘--'’s—a nc...;s- 

sary requirement of our lime. 

Whether in an Anarchist society coir;'* t * 
of even the children's commurJiy v V be •:>’? i« a 

ta-atk pcict. Ob»k^ <!t the i; .x. f f '. -'’A «Jw 

own kmd shculd ce encouraged—but in a -orij ■ -b <x^ 
siders children before prc^'« and children'^ ::ghts 
cornerings it is possible that children wx>ud nrhi a . vt- .y a^ 
fully instruciiTe eccugh phe'e, ?nd in a ^x^ety to octr 

them. Bearing in mind the present ad£jsirtt>i--'.-‘i'e ^ 

icnal tendencies and poliiica! structures. •'*oe f- ^ 

ccGclu^kra that civiiiMUcn U it yet unprepared 
tk-cary Kcial change. It h In the fuu.»re ‘ t-- 
—coe of ceiT purposes Anarcb -is should be : c^tup inc 
present gmeritkn of children to br'-: abc.: * to .maintsm 

a socksy in .which cfe«-preiu*iSce *‘*-i expk u: n ^re CJK 
fcisicric rw&jEdicences- Where chiJ^^v^ ^ re ; > 

eoooomic restriciioos, reactiemry . iti-. I'r." 
a host of c*-rnxido3 iradwscm ani >uv-;»>titk>ns. ir^.-re c*rU‘- 4 ^ 
c^se to be understized a-d,.*' s rrf.ectirg the -cria’- inequali¬ 
ties and repressioos—cut fuif*! ’heir trv--e and br**rh\ role 3' 
chiWrec, happy in their derelopcxaenc imidst i civil:xi’i.n \TOfthy 
1-0 encc«-iragc them. 

RON.\LD AVERY. 


The Coiiiiiii^ Eleetioiis 


llxre xhould certainly be a lum-up for 
ihe hook at the next General Election. The 
pfC’Srnt Parliament has been in being a long 
i.rsc In the “landslide” leading to the 
e' vfitm of the “National” Government in 
1^31 niny candidates were cleaed who 
r.^vcr >oiild have been elected in normal 
•r*. m-anvC^ All sons of business-men 
and -prigs of the aristocracy found ihem- 
-xl^cs suddenly in Parliament who had 
never thotighi they would c\*cr get into Par- 
li4s?T^cnf, and have found over-riding busi¬ 
ness conNideradons in the meanrime, or suc- 
to lilies. The majoriiy of the House 
miiaificd ^ib?ontially unaliered in 1935, 
and m j?ivai pan the 1935 House of Com- 
!T>rfvt rrrmm in its tenth year. 

There has been considerable hean-ihrob- 
ever the Cooserv ativc seats. In view 
id the attacks co the Coosenadves over 
jfheir pre war pro-fascign, ihcre are not so 
many safe ('ocvervanre seats as there used 
he Tl&s haft meant that (hose which 
r^:^jiain fradtiio&ally safe l^ve gone up in 
prKc Herwe it ti becoming more and 
ddhcvili for Cocservadvx M P s to pay 
’'c.r *(id there b a resultant pro- 
b> ihtin agAi^ the aiTi^?ui« they have 
ifl pvij the < Aeuerrattve As^x^anocis for the 
penvjkge ol beirig ^bk to repre s ent class 
In -Yx not-<)idite-'so-!afc Cooser- 
^e«ll 11 ffma a spevtator's point 
.d , if t( U pceny ct-rtaia that 

, 2 nJi' -fxf.-.nh-x offl the '"-^..>.er-aad- 

• r he Umi try 
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conscripdon, and the like. They likewise 
endorse the Beveridge projx^k, another 
link in common of the pobTidans. 

There are many hangers-on to the Labour 
Party's coat-taib. The bureaucrats of Tracs- 
pon House have a very shrewd idea of them. 
They very naturally refuse any form of unity 
with the smaller scdalht parties. They stand 
out against anccxatioti with them, while the 
lesser fry plead for “left unity** at the Electsoo. 
While the other parties can put up caoddates 
at bye-elections and even win tbe^ they can 
only do so against Cocserrativei, When it 
conies to an electoral fight between the Labcur 
Party and its sodaHst hangers-on, the fomicr 
win easily. Therefore, in the name of “unity” 
the hner usuafly prder not to contest the 
Labour Party seats. Now that the El^:tica is 
coming around, those with seats naturafly be¬ 
come perturbed, for the time when they will 
have to contest a Labour caotSdate, and both 
MeCkwem (LLP. M P.) and Lorerseed (Cocn- 
moo Wealth .VLP.) have urged their por^ into 
the Labcur fold! Many of the war-dme In- 
depetvJeeu will seek peace-time berths in the 
estabSshed parties; but many nxre Independents 
srill come forward. 


The Communist* intend to put up comSdates, 
ai>i will fight the Electicn wiih 00 ekctcral 
agreement, accoc^fing to present arrmgenDeiits- 
Tbc TrctskTisti intend to' put up candSdates 
an»J apparently their first cce is to fight the bye- 
elecifoG 31 Neath 'acoordieg to SedJist App-ctsi 
Jin. r>+5}. Ccmn>>Q Wealth esaj fold up 
altoge'i-*^ ’*btn there is no eJecterai truce, 
though its ‘argCiT technfeim Fabtan menabership 
n^y f^ the fer preserving its cwn little 

nkhe in its *n Party, but c*iherwiie coe as- 
sunaes it will bare its c'sa .M_Pj Eren the 
S.P.G.B. may get round to proposing a can^- 
dite—unbkeber things tray perhaps isire bap- 
peoed. 

This cSces not take into ftccctint any new 
party, of vsfekh there are many embryos an-3 
whida may tike ccccrete form as an Ekctacn 
approa^s Csimilar to .Mctsky*s poEcy in 1931 
and his “New Party”—and perhaps finishing 
in the sanse dLrecik®). Ncc have we enendcoed 
the Ij::depei>5eat catyfi dates of whom there are 
Ekely to be any r.^imber. \s byc-eleciiotss have 
shown, there are plenty of peepk with ready cash 
prepared to cccje feeword with any pcEcy 
ranging from “helpful critSdsm of the Gorem- 
ooenc” to “opening Joanna Scutbcoa*s box'*. 


Caoiidite* :aa geaerailT be c!i5rifieX There 
are trae sekrav of the irl::ocric> -p^b-o v.-aat :o 
pass a few years in the Cccnracns before the old 
man passes cut and they can uke thdr ^ais 
in the Lords; the ba^ncss-njcn rtpceseniing 
vested interests; the la-srpcri in sU par^; the 
trade vinico burea’acrais; and the carccri^s gen¬ 
erally. 

-AmrehisiS esay perhaps take the occasson cf 
anocussciiHr their own elecQcn pofey. Ve sha& 
not be supporting any eax^fidates, cor puinr^ 
up any of our own. Firstly, because ts ioa'i 
beiiere that Parifamentary cin^daces cm affect 
the social issues; -Iv. because they usually 

finish up CO the ocher side of the fccct; thirdly, 
because they deflect attencco from the real 
Issues—that of a ccenpJete change in society— 
and fourchiy. because govcminent dees 20 c serve 
the interests of the pec^Se. We shall ncc go to 
s3eep when the Electicn comes round, however; 

{Ctmibiuxd cn p.X cd. I> 
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ANOTHER COAl REPORT 


Coal and miners still persist to 
pTominmee in the ne^^s. So 
the anihoriries conspire to 
«« in the dart ir was 

in thdr faces. A fe» X 

« full scale snact on the miners b\ the 
pr^ i^iA^ntmenr, the mmeowners and 
Lion ofikl^K b-t they faiM to get any 
response and support from the public and 
tjSrimpli^^^ and alleganons that the 
miners ^ output 

fell Gmu After that there was relative quiet. 

fev strikes here and there; sectional 
roosrfy, miners getting fined for absentee¬ 
ism: trouble with Berin boys and the usual 
news of miners being crushed to death bv 
falls of roof. TMs is mentioned as relatk^ 
qmei because it is regarded as normal and 
only gets a fe^^ lines in the comer of the 
paper. But the repon of the Scottish Coal- 
jj^ds* Cooumnee is apparently worthy of 
B 5 iKh nevs space as it is splash^ across our 
bosses' newspapers, and on the Scottish 
cditiofis parnoilarfy. 

This Committee led by an ambitious 
Tory Solidtor-Gencrtl for Scotland has re- 
coinmended the setting up of a Coal 
Board vrhidi is to develop the Scottish 
&ekb in the interest s of die Nation. A 
liquidly vague statement <rf which the only 
mterpretation b*. the coal-owners’ profits 
have to be protected. Miners with few ex¬ 
ceptions know that the Nation’s interest 
means the employers’ mtcrcsi. The boss has 
woo anoeber vkiory which it is hoped is 
only temporary. 


The miners representatives on the Com¬ 
mittee have issued a minority report urging 
the co-ordination and nationalisation of the 
mines. A repon which is twenty-five years 
behind the Sankey Repon. The miners 
could not expect anvihing from a Tory’ 
lawy’cr-Chairman but hope burned that 
something could be achieved by former 
comrades and ex-revolutionaries who were 
on the Committee. These men, Messrs. 
Pearson, Barbour, Cameron and Henderson, 
by collaborating with the government and 
coal-owners on this matter have held out 
hope to the miners, knowing perfectly well 
that the ricious coal-owning class have no 
intention of giving up anything to the 
miners, and are therefore as guilty as the 
class enemies of the miners themselves. 
This is particularly true of Pearson. 

Pearson, who jumped on the miners’ 
backs shouting revolutionary phrases and 
condemnation of the “Old Gang” because 
they contented themselves with constitu¬ 
tional procedure, is now’ trying to outdo 
them in this futile tail-chasing policy. This 
is the man w’ho said a short time ago, while 
there w’as a wave of strikes taking place, 
that the ‘anarchists were a menace and 
w^uld have to be fought as such’. Putting 
himself on the right side of the law while 
giring the O.K. to any action the govern¬ 
ment might take. That is the only thing 
his statement can mean; for neither he nor 
his small group of communist pretenders 
are able to face or fight the truth of the 
anarchist’s case. 


The C'emiBit Eleetlonfl 

■ from p. 2. 5) 

be « itgiMl to uft for incrctsed •ctrrity, 
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forced by prisons—bad time-keeping, absentee¬ 
ism, bad workmanship and striking being con¬ 
sidered offences. For no reason save the con¬ 
tinuance of capitalism, since there will be no 
war-time production bogey to raise. This will 
appeal to the Conservatives, as representing the 
employers, and also appeals to the Labour Party, 
as representing the trade union officials. State 
Sodalists would take away even sudi minor 
Ubmies as the other would be prepared to leave 
as a safety-valve. Nor can any parties escape 
the totalitarian trend in modem society, because 
they all accept the principles of State control. 
Tb^' merely worry about who is exercising the 
State control—in short, whether they shall be 
the bosses or someone else. The Conservatives 
want it not to apply to the industrialists; the 
Labountes want control all round; the Com¬ 
munists differ and NS’ant to be the people con- 
treeing; others objea and want to be the con¬ 
trollers instead. Against this iobbery we stand 
for freedom, and freedom in the modem world 
can only mean freedom from the State. It can 
only mean tbe ri^l to live without Goveroment 
control of life, in (he way one chooses, un¬ 
hampered by economic necessity because all 
should enjoy (he means of life in common. 
Ansrehitu will stand clearly apan from the 
Fkaioi) racket and from any other issue which 
dcadBt who shall govern us, and shall stand 
instead for the emandpation of the workers by 
(he dirca acuon of the workers themselves. 


^ ^his Committee’s Report like the 
* Awards’ and other reports will avail the 
rmners^^ nothing independent of what 
“Gang” takes part in its formation. Minen 
reading this can read the Repon themselves 
and find the truth in this article’s implica¬ 
tions and assertions. It is therefore urged 
that the miners are better equipped and 
fitted to take over the mines than the State 
or the would-be Stakhanovites, than 
journalists and parliamentarians’ sons. It 
is further urged that miners should prepare 
and organise for that struggle. That would 
give lasting prominence to this important 
issue. 

J. Carracher. 


Colonreil Solilior^J 
Strike 


HELP THE POLICE 
COMRADE ! 

There is no longer any need for irregular 
armed groups in France, Maurice Thorer, 
secretary* of the French Communist Party, 
said in his opening address yesterday to a 
three-day session of the Central Committee 
of the Party. 

“The task of combating sabotage and elim¬ 
inating saboteurs falls to the authorised 
representatives of the State,** he said. 

’Public security must be assured by regular 
police forces constituted for this purpose.’ 

“The task of the National Committees of 
Liberation is not to govern but to assist those 
who govern.** 

Paris radio reports that the Congress in 
Paris of the National Liberation movement 
has approved a plan for the merging of all 
Resistance movements. 

Daily Worker, 23/1/45. 


Last September there occurred a partially 
successful strike of coloured soldiers at 
Tucson, Arizona, according to the latest 
number of the American magazine Politics 
to reach this country. 

The strike was the outcome of a long 
period of abuses and discriminatory treat¬ 
ment, most of the soldiers in question 
having been on kitchen duty for over nine¬ 
teen months, thus performing the most 
dreary' and dispiriting job the Army has to 
offer. In addition there had been constant 
pressure from “pushers” to speed up the 
work. For the last nine months they had 
been ser\ing cadets without being paid the 
extra 50 % of base pay to which each is 
entitled. Further, for punishment of minor 
offences, they have been obliged to ser\*e 
their extra duty in the mess halls instead of 
their squadron area. This was recently de¬ 
clared illegal by an Administrative Inspec¬ 
tor after it had been in operation for over 
eighteen months. 

The strike, which altogether involved 
fifty-seven Negro soldiers, staned off at 
4.00 a.m. on the morning of September 
nth when the first shift of sixteen men 
reported to the mess hall and announced 
that they were not going to work without 
the extra pay to which each was entitled 
It must be understood that this action could 


WITHDRAW from GREECE 

PROTEST MEETING IN GLASGOW^ 

into a civil war. This was recognised by 


On Tuesday 16 th January the Commun¬ 
ist Party held a demonstration in St. 
Andrew ^5 Hall, Glasgow, under the slogan 
^^GREECE: DEMAND THE ‘CEASE 
FIRE" NOW^\ The yneeting was very 
poorly attended, in spite of the call to all 
C.P.-ers to be present, and the presence of 
Abe Moffat, President of the National 
Union of Scottish Mineworkers and other 
high-ups of the C.P. On Sunday afternoon 
the Labour Party, Trades Council and Co¬ 
operative Party held a meeting at the same 
place under a similar slogan “TRUCE IN 
GREECE\ It was slightly better attended 
but the audience was still under 300 , in 
spite of the presence of such national figures 
as Neil MacLean, M.P., Alex. Sloan, M.P. 
and others. 

Naturally the Glasgow workers refected 
these bourgeois slogans which tried to show 
that there was an unfortunate happening in 
Greece where “Greek fought Greek*\ with¬ 
out any class content. General Scobie has 
managed to turn a revolutionary situation 


the Glasgow Workeri Council which held 
a united protest meeting under the revolu¬ 
tionary slogan “WITHDRAW FROM 
GREECE V" At least twice the attendance 
that had been at the St. Andrew's Hall 
packed out the King's Cinema, The meet¬ 
ing was composed of diverse elements in¬ 
cluding Scottish Nationalists, Socialists, 
Pacifists and Anarchists, but the message 
was one that Anarchists could endorse, 
naynely that it was not enough to protest 
but the struggle had to be carried on 
through into the workshops. The need was 
for action at the point of production. 

William McDougall, editor of Solidarity, 
was in the chair, Douglas Young and Peter 
McIntyre spoke for the Scottish National¬ 
ists; Alex. Smith (United Peace Campaign^ 
and Oliver Brown (Scots Socialistsy gave 
very militant speeches; while Jimmy Roe- 
side, for the Anarchists, was very warmly 
received for his forthright call to industrial 
action. 


be mterprcicd by the high ups a- munnv 
if they cared to be sev'erc. Net'enheio- 
they sat down, the .Military Pt^'c were 
immediately called and tbe sinkers wer^ 
imprisoned in the Guardhousc. 

Thc Executive Officer of the Field, .Major 
Tilden, and the white commanding offkcr 
of the Negro squadron. Lieutenant Sboupc 
called a meeting, in the I>ay Room, of the 
second shift w^ich was supposed to repm 
at 1.00 p.m. The members of this shift 
told the officers they would not report for 
work cither. These men too, were sent 10 
the Guardhouse. The two remaining shuts 
did not repon for duty either. 

The fifty-seven soldiers returned to work 
two days later. The soldiers assigned per¬ 
manently to the kitchen have been granted 
the extra pay which they assened was thdr 
due when working for cadets. None of the 
men has been punishd. 

The outcome of the strike is that all 
Negro Kitchen Police have been assigned 
to the cadet mess hall where they will draw 
S 25 per month in extra pay. The loss is, 
however, that they now work 84 hours per 
week for the cadets as compared with 56 
hours per week they formerly worked in the 
General mess hall. 


What is the 
Dallv W<»rker ilointf 
about this ? 

Everyone %%-ilI remcnibcr that the Daily 
Worker rained hell %vhen Minister of War 
GHjfjt refused its correspondent the rijfht to ac¬ 
company the Liberation .Armies when the 
Second Front was opened. From the follow¬ 
ing questions asked in tbe House recently it 
appears that not a sin^/e foreign correup^- 
dent is allowed to accompany the Soviet 
armies. The Daily Worker has apparently 
no correspondent with the Red .Army but not 
word of protest has been voiced by Editor 
Rust. Stalin’s orders arc sacrosanct! 

Sir A. Knox asked the Secretary of State 
for Foreign .Affairs whether there arc any 
foreign correspondents with tbe Soviet 
armies. 

Mr. Eden; So far as I am aware, there 
arc no foreign correspondents permanently 
accredited to the Soviet armies. 

Sir A. Knox: Can the right hon. Gentle¬ 
man give any reason for that, as all the 
American and British .Armies have corres¬ 
pondents? Has permission for correspon¬ 
dents been refused by the Soviet Govern¬ 
ment? 

.Vfr. Eden: My hon. and gallant Friend 
will realise that it is not for me to say what 
reasons the Soviet Government may have 
for not having correspondents with their 
armies. 

Mr. Pickthorn: Can my right hon. Friend 
teU us whether the Daily Worker has a 
correspondent with the Soviet Army? 

Sir A. Soutblrv: If not, why not? 

Hanxard. 17[ I f 45. 
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ALLIED RULE IN ITALY 

Th< piUcriBg of Army supplies in Italy led 
u> a poBiLhao Un year where gangster gun bat¬ 
iks uxiii piacr in the sirecu of Naples, while 
li?u(I-4oiiar Buic« ’"fiowed like water” at a result 
of bk<;» iBBfkei irantaction. 

Umbt iaoa were dtsekaed to-day by the U.S. 
Army Lkpucy Ftovost-Marshal Mr. Joseph E>il- 
»iko has recetiiiy reiumcu to the U.S. after 
spent irc^aiag the atruggk to «op kak- 
igtV tjt pATol, twiauiim, and agamies from Alhrd 
Aii^.v supf!: j black market channels. 
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"SITUATIONS VACANT" 

The National Organisation of each of the poli¬ 
tical parties is being inundated with offers to 
become prospective parliamentary candidates for 
nearly cvcr>' consiitucno' in the United King¬ 
dom. The Unionist, Liberal, and Labour head¬ 
quarters are receiving more offers than they can 
possibly consider. 

In many recent by-election vacancies there 
have been as many as 30 to 40 indriridual offers 
to the local Unionist Association from serving 
officers, business and professional men, and pub¬ 
lic figures in the k>cality* 

Tbe Liberal Party, under the leadership of 
Sir Archibald Sinclair and with the influence of 
the personality of Sir William Beveridge, is 
drawing to iueli many hundreds of potemial 
candidaces who comsder that they can recapture 
kmg-kit tcau for Liberalism in areas at present 
repreacmed by UmoeiUu or Sodalisti. 

The labour Party has no lack ol trade union 
nominees and ocher aq>iraiiis for Parliameniar>‘ 
candidature 

Glasgom Herald, 12/I/4S. 
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MONTESSORI INTERNED 
IN INDIA 

Dr. Maria .Monicssori, who founded the 
world-famous Montessori system of education, 
has been released from internment. 

She arrived in India at the outbreak of war, 
and was interned when Italy joined in. 

During her internment she conduacd training 
courses at Ahmedabad, and trained about 1,000 
Indians in her system. She is now 75. 

Dr. Maria .Montessori and her nephew. Dr. 
Mario Montessori, were interned at their home 
in India in June, 1940. Six years earlier Mus¬ 
solini had closed all the Montessori schools in 
Italy because of Dr. .Maria’s pacifist views. 
Since then she has lived abroad. 

NeiBS ChronkU, 9/1/45. 
On Hhai grounds did the British Govern¬ 
ment intern a woman of over scv'eniy whose 
work had been destroyed by Mussolini in 
Italy? 

WASTE OF LABOUR 

'Fhe produaion of a complete register of 
ekaors early in 1945 has presented the printing 
indusuy with one of the biggest probknu it has 
had to face during the war. ITic Repreicnu- 
uon of the People Bill iiuroduced in ihe House 
of Comnv 5 n% befi^fv Ch/itmu^ made public this 
propc'ial fo ra complete register, but the tndus- 
ir> w «> con t ailed in vCtrifitfence by H .M S O. at 
the beginrung 'f IV.x xdvr. 
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A CROWN INSTEAD OF 
A HANGOVER 

George of the Hellers is a most delightful 
man in his soda! contacts. 

The Monarchy has been in and oat so many 
times that I lose count. However, I always 
remember that Prince George was called to 
Greece, as King, for the first time in the autumn 
of 1922. I happened, as a schoolboy, to be 
spending the “hols” with the Rumanian Royal 
Family at the summer palace of Sinaia. 

One day George was missing at breakfast 
and if there was one thing that annoyed Queen 
Marie it was people who were lace for breakfast. 
So a flunkey was dispatched off to dig the royal 
hangover (by implication} out of bed and get 
Prince George down to his breakfast—and oo 
nonsense. 


Back came a harassed flimkey with the news 
that Prince George’s bed had not been slept in- 
Queen Marie reserved her commenu on that 
one. 


However, the missing George turned up the 
next day as King in Athens. He had, it ap¬ 
pears, left without saying a word, at 5 am.— 
and without his breakfast. 

Marquis of Docegall in 
Sunday Dispaich, 14/1/45. 


SCHOOL PASSPORT 

Obviouily, this card-indexing of the indiTi- 
dual cannot be kept up wiih^t the Identity 
Card. PrRX>l of the Government’s imentiofi ia 
given ID a new confident ad folder now being 
circulated to schools to impkmem the Educataon 
Bill, wherein teacben will be required to fill in 
and maiouin the moat detailed and exhaustive 
informauoB about every child: not only of the 
schokttic order^ but of the pcnoml,' family, 
k«4iw, and financial sort. This folder is to go 
from clau to cUm and from school to sda^ 
wuh every child—but will not be in the child’s 
posKMion. 

An exieiUmi tray ta ensure the masnefacture, 
fram the kindergarten stage, of the type of men 
and women big husiness (both mUitary and 
other) will require for ihe future satisfaction of 
the robot needs of ionxeyc^-belt industry, as 
well at the complactnee of mm-rebellious gun- 
fodder 

CaraUaJe, 13 '1.'4.. 
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Spanish Politics 

A number o£ srool-pigeons met in Mcrico 
City and decided they would form themselves 
into a Government. The Deputies of the 
Spanish Republican Cortes met with the objea 
of electing a new President of the Republic and 
forming a new Government, which would be 
recognised by the Allies and shipped back to 
Madrid, and unpacked with the necessary Allied 
bayonets needed to clear out the Fascists and 
meanwhile see that the wor k er s didn’t take con¬ 
trol instead. 

As they mustered 84 out of 473 they abandon¬ 
ed their projea of electing a President. The 
only dedrion they took was to meet later. The 
real motive behind this was because they knew 
that the Allies would not recognise any Gov¬ 
ernment other than Franco’s, and the election 
of the President of the Republic would have 


equal nuB*cr. The supreme Junta mar 
ble with Senor Maura’s Government over which 
of them should play Judas. But neither faction 
of crooks will be called to office tmtil the work¬ 
ers themselves overthrow Franco. Then the 
Allies will decide to "liberaw” S pain. Whethw 
the Spanish workers, having overthrown the 
fascist rdgime, will tolerate these politicians re¬ 
turning, is another matter. There will be a 
parallel with Greece where tyranny, famine and 
pestilence has not reduced the wll to freedom. 

’57111 the international apathy of t^ workers 
again allow the Spanish Revolution to be 
crushed? 

The Lublin Government 

A writer in the American New Leader (a 
Ubcral pro-war weekly not to be confused w’th 
the paper of the British I.LJP.) gives details of 


•s this JUSTICE? 

Pdicc searching for 
..Lance-Corporal Edlry 
^vie» (ZSK'bf Recce 
• -riWd to be an 
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him at hit home, 
crouching , 

tUTrd cup- 

drtwd oniT in 
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. ^ Mrs. Eileen 

Agnes Davies (25), of Cobbold-rowd. 8h«s«herds 
Bush, who had pleaded guilty to aiding him to 
conceal himself and to making a mislead-ng 
statement to the poUcc, was sentenced to one 
month’s imprisonment. 



Anarehist Commentarv 


brought the matter to a head. They would have 
had to admit frankly that there was no possi¬ 
bility of support from Churchill and Roosevelt, 
who were in t erested in backing the CatKMUo. 
Sooner than do that they postponed their ded- 
siem in the hope that Rcjoscvelt and Churchill 
might reconsidcar their intentions, mi^t fall out 
with Franco, or Franco might be tempted by 
Hitler into i n volv i n g himself in the conflict. 

This has been their co ns ist e nt game since 
1936. The Republican politicians pleaded with 
the workers to allow them to remain at their 
posts, so that they could use their international 
contacts to influence men like Roosevelt, Blum, 
Stalin and Chamberlain to send arms. They 
succeeded in getting the workers, who were man¬ 
aging affair s On their own without any govern¬ 
ment, to allow them to stay in the Cabinet. 
Gracluallv thev used what influence they had 
with Stalin and Co. to get strong inte m^y, 
with arms Jor their own police, and so destri^ 
the revolution. Still they used as their main 
argument against fratricicial strife the fact that 
they could negotiate with Roosevelt, Chamber¬ 
lain and Blum for arms but still those arn« were 
not forthcoming. Meanwhile the gold in the 
Bank of Spain which cc^d have been used to 
buy arms in the international black market and 
arnongst private arms Arms where no cpicstions 
were aske^ stayed in its vaults. It stayed these 
until Dr. Negrin’s agents carefully tranisported 
it abroad, and when the Civfl War end^ the 
Republican and Socialist politicians were able 
» live on the money very comfortably. 

Still no help has come from th^ “inter¬ 
national contacts” solely because the capitalist 
^emments will orfly help one another when 
it suits their interests’ to do so, and it happens 
to have suited their interest in this particular 
case to have helped General Franco. Their only 
interest in the Republican politicians was to see 
that they kept their seats in preference to the 
workers ’overthrowing them, but for ci^ce th^ 
sexmer bed Francx). Still the Republican poli¬ 
ticians keep up their pretence that their respec- 
tabilitv will get Churdiill and Roosevelt to back 
them.’ When it suits their purpe^ they will use 
T>MiTn. When a wor k er s * revolution has already 
unseated Franco, Anthony Eden will send an 
urgent wire to the Republican politicians telling 
fbfm be is sending British bayonets to over¬ 
throw Franco and the fascist r6^unc and wants 
a Republican Government fonn^ to take over 


Senor Maura may find many renegades to 
oin his provisional government and the Supreme 
Junta established by the Stalinists will find an 


Industrial N^mvs 
in Brief 

• R*«rt*r r«poriMl on tha 22nd January tfiat 
eight Africans and one Indian have been Icitled 
arid eleven Africans and several police iniured in 
a strike in Uganda. In one district there were 
several casualties when the militery fired on the 
crowd. 

• 1.200 workers went on a sit-down strike at 
Nuffield Mechanisations in Birmingham on the I Ith 
January following a reduction in the payment of 
the basic wage. The workers wanted a return to 
the old rates but the management would not agree 
to H. The managing director of the firm claimed 
that the workers had struck against the advice of 
their trade union officials. 

• Strikes by railweymen. waterside end fertiliier 
workers, dairy farm workers and coal miners are 
reported from v«rk>us parts of New ZeeUnd. 
There is considerable unrest in the country parti¬ 
cularly amongst the lower paid workers. 

• The ’‘Evening Chronicle” (10/1/45) reports e 
stoppage of 700 men working on the goods hand¬ 
ling and goods and passenger parcels del'ivery 
staffs at Newcastle Forth Goods Station. New¬ 
castle New Bridge Street Goods Station, and the 
passenger parcels department at Nawcastla Cantral 
Station. 

Tha causa of tha stoppaga was that lha maating 
of tha N.U.R. raprasantativas and tha Railway 
Company was put off to a latar data wharaat tha 
man wanted It to taka place on tha day of tha 
stoppage. 

• Mora than 50 Bavin Boys have d’isappaarad 
from tha Durham coalfield during tha past few 
months. Mr, T. Hornsby. Durham Coal Controller, 
told tha "Evening Chroniela” to.day that ’it was not 
uncommon for one or two boys who did not want 
to work in the pits to disappear. They are in tha 
same category as a "dasartar” In the Army. 

They simply teav# the place to wh’ich they have 
been directed without consent, and either teak 
work elsewhere, return home, go into h’iding or to 
someone who protects them. 

Tha tracing of these Bavin boy truants Is a 
matter for tha Nat'ional Service officers. 

• Loss of coal output amounting to about 3,700 
tons was caused on Mondey when the 3,000 mine- 
workers at Hickleton Main Colliery, Thurntcoe, 
Yorkshire, stayed eway from work aftar an electri¬ 
cian, Leonard Schofield (24), hed been killed on 
Sunday when caught by a falL Hickleton it the 
only one of the six pits in the Doncaster Amalgame- 
ted Collieries group where the custom of staying 
away after a fatal accident persists. 

• Two LM.S. pletelayers were killed near Pandla- 
ton Stat'ion on Saturday 20th January. Thay ware 
Percy Lowe (50), end Wllliem Milllnc^n (45), of 
Pendleton. Their bodies were found on the per¬ 
manent way of the Bolton-Mencheiter line, 

men are married, end Lowe's soldier son arrived 
home on leave just at tha news reached the family. 

Platelayers are amongst the lowest paid gradai 
on the reilwayi, end railweymen In general are 
emongst the low^ paid workers in the country. 


the teckgrounds of some of the members of the 
Stalimst Lublin Committee of National Libera¬ 
tion. The following gives some indication of 
the type of politician Moscow has to fall baA 
on. 

Gcxxral Rola-Zymiei^ is a p ro f es si onal sol¬ 
dier who belonged to the right-wing opposition 
to Pilsud^. He disappeared from politics for 
years after being dismissed from the army for 
bribery. Now he turns up in the pay tk the 
U.S.SJL RzyinowsSti, another me m ber of the 
committee lent his approval to the imprison¬ 
ment and torture of Pilstiddd’s opponents, 
amongst them the Social Democrat Adam 
CioDtosz. The majority of the Polish intellec¬ 
tuals protested against this atrocity. Rzymow- 
ski justified it. Dr. Eirdl Sommerstcin, the re¬ 
presentative of the Jews on the Committee, 
voted for the 1935 constitution, which the men 
of Lublin novr revile. He was imprisoned by 
the Russian Government at the beginning of the 
war despite the intervention of the Polish Gov¬ 
ernment, imtil he rc-appcarcd amongst the pro- 
Soviet Union of Polish Patriots. 

Jan Grubecki, Lublin Minister of Communi¬ 
cations, 'TOs a leader of the nationalist Youth 
organization, and specialized in breaking up 
labow meetings. He was prominent in anti- 
Semitic riots and in efllecting anti-Semitic legis¬ 
lation. He was responsible for excluding Jewish 
students from the Polytcc^c Students’ Assxia- 
tion. 

These arc the people who make up Stalin’s 
puppet government in Poland. “Many of the 
members of the Lublin Committee and its fol¬ 
lowers,” says the writer of the New Leader 
artidc, “have long been prisoner s within Russia. 
This is true not only of those who were actually 
thrown into jail, but of those who went volun¬ 
tarily to Russia—spiritually if not physically 
they are jprisoners of the KremUn, not free 
agents. None of them want to suffer the fate . 
of Ehrlich and Alter.” The Socialist leaders 
Ehrlich and Alter were murdered by Stalin, and 
denounced as Fascist agents. Evidently their 
fate serves “to encourage the others”. 

Soviet Quisliiigs 

The Soviet Gov er nment (and its faithful 
echoes in other countries) are ^ways the loudest 
to talk about “justice for the people” tinder 
of “war criminals”. In Hungary they spOkc of 
the necessity for a complete break with the old 
government, but the reality is very different. 
The new Prime Minister, General Bela Miklos, 
has the distinction of being awarded the Iron 
Cross by the Nazis for his services on the Rus¬ 
sian Front- In addition a considerable part of 
Horthy’s regime forms part of the new govern¬ 
ment. Nor has the "only Socialist State” wor¬ 
ried tile capitalists much. Stalin’s Government 
has announced its intention of leaving tmtoudb- 
ed the S 3 rstem of private cntaprisc and the exist¬ 
ing economic $ 3 rstem. Probably, they will re- 
’ strict their changes to improvement in police 
efficiency. 


•/ 

The magistrate, Mr. Paul Bennett, said he 
had no power to fix an alternative in the way 
of a fine. 

Mrs. Davies left her eight-months-old b ^T m 
the care of the matron, and stood in court beside 
her hu^Mtnd, who admitted being a deserter, and 
was or d ered to be deudned to await a military 
escort- 

P.C. Robertson said that in August last, while 
Davies was serving overseas, his hcene was de¬ 
stroyed by ene m y action and his srife sras taken 
to hospital. He was jtiven compassionate leare, 
but failed to rejoin his unit. 

Mrs. Davies told the magistrate that, having 
overstayed his leave, her husband was afraid to 
go back. Every time he made an attempt m 
give himself up, his nerve failed him. He said 
he would sooner commii suidde if she called 
the police. 

Mrs. Davies’ baby teas taken by a pob'ec 
woman to a ncarbv institution. 

5r<7r. 8/1/45. 

A typical instance of the brutality of the 
Law. Could the woman be e-xpccted to act 
otherwise, and does not e%’en the hypocriti¬ 
cal Christian Church enjoin her to obey her 
husband? But not ony is the woman pun¬ 
ished for natural feelings, her baby must 
also be punished. There one secs the Law 
as it really is. 


Are you doin^ your 
bit lor the 

Press Fund? 


3 faneiiester Gas WtirtewTs 


FREEDOM PRESS LECTURES 


SUNDAY MEETINGS 

Commencing et 6.45 pjn. 
to bo hold ol the 
HOLBORN HALL 
(Second floor. Room 4) 

Grays Inn Road, London 
(Busos 38. 19; TroHoy 555, 581. 613. 621. 
Tube: Holborn, Chancery Lone) 

28th Jan. J. Hewetson 

THE SITUATION IN GREECE 
4th Feb. Jack Wade 

THE FUTURE OF CITIES 
1 Ith Feb. Ron Avery 

THE SOCIAL FUNCTIONS OF ART 


THE PRESS AND C.I.D. KIT 

SEARCHES 


Though, on prindple, we did not inform the 
Capit^st Press of die raid on Freedom Press 
Offices, and in faa .nothing appeared following 
the raid, small paragraphs appeared later follow¬ 
ing a visit by Inspeaor Whitehead and ohtcr 
officers to the OrkKy’s. 

The Daily Exprts% (8/1/45) report was headed 
“C.I.D. SEIZE PAMPHLETS for Orkneys 
Forces.” 

Detective-Inspector Whitebcad and other 
officers of the Special Branch have been to 
the Orkneys to investigate an attempt to 
spread pamphlets of an anarchist organisation 
among the Forces. 

Some of the pamphlets are now whh the 
Director of Public Prosecutions, and charges 
of incitement to mutiny arc being considered. 

The organisation's H.Q. has been under 
observation for some weeks. 

TIk Nrwi oi the World (7/1/45) were more 
definite in that they even hinted at what charges 
would be made. "PAMPHLETS ON WAR” 
ran the headline with a sub-head “Arrests may 
follow secret visit by Special Branch” 

Special Branch officers from Scotland Yard, 
who have paid a secret visK to the Orkneys, 
returned to London this week-end and made a 
report to the Director of Public Prosccsitions. 

This is likely to lead in the immediate 
future to the arrest of a number of Left Wing 
extremists, who hove been active in connection 
with the publication of pamphlets dealing with 
the war. 

The News of the World learned last night 
that if action is taken, the charges against the 
men oeneemed will be that they attempted to 
incite the Royal Navy to mutiny. 


The Daily Mirror (8/1/45) approaches the 
problem from the soldiers angle in an item 
headed “LEAFLET HUNT IN SOLDIERS 
KIT.” 

“Reason for the confiscation of Left Wing 
propaganda during a kit inspection of soldiers 
sutioned in East Anglia and Lancashire recently 
is likely to be questioned in Parliament soon. 

Coupled with it will be a question about a 
journey to the Orkneys to investigate other 
pamphlets found in the hands of Royal Navy 
men. 

Scotland Yard recently raided the London 
headquarters of a Left Wing organization and 
large stocks of pamphlets were taken from the 
building. Full reports have been made to the 
Dircaor of Public Prosecutions, 

Reveille, "The Service Newspaper” as it calls 
itself (reports in its issue of January 15th on 
the scardies made of soldiers kit heading the 
paragraph “YARD RAIDS TROOPS’ KIT”. 

At oU barracks in the Lancaster region, and 
at Cambridge and Cattcrick, there have been 
searches for Left-wing literature. At least 
one man has complained that his kit svas 
searched in his absence and papers removed. 

At Lancaster, the official excuse was that 
the Scotland Yard men who conducted the 
hit inspection were looking for “secret docu¬ 
ments.” Some men suffered 24 hours C.B. 
without explanation, and sverc then released 
on signing a statement. No charge was prefer¬ 
red against them. 

A _ well-informed political observer told 
Reveille tho searches were undoubtedly 
connected with events in Grccc. Duestions 
were asked about "a ciroular urging formation 
of Soldiers' Councils.” 


Another chapter has been <*<’-'1 ’ ‘ ‘ ' ' 

In the 2Sth November ivwse of 1' r- i —— -r»rr 
of the fact that 3A o*en bsd been S’f* e 

pay the fine, hut after nearlv ntonths hsd elop^ed 
the arrest of the remaining men vrere issued o'* 7 
eight men srere arrested, the rrmatode- Sr”-; 4 -r, • 
On learning of tbe arrest of tNe i 

afternoon mhift refused to go f.- 
, ■*"**" eowM hope for I'ffle from 

Mr. the orig -s' 

National X '' 

WnaVers in fact M-.- 


strike » ' 

V'e deplore rliew artem. ‘ 

that the imposition of I'ke r,,^ iioe 

fiee. That is not n«r Siesr.' 
the Labour bosses. TKr C 
also came into tbe field and tKeir 
which ssv do not believe is to he found in thl 
columns of the Dmtlr XX orkrr I reau.n« 
space or policy?) is a feeble attempt at (en,^r 
sitting com bi ned ssrith so l w st uff which is 
becom i n g more noticeable ssith general dee 
tions and vote catching as a proWcin f«»r the 
near future. 

•mte decision of the men not to pay their 
fines, thus leaving themselves open 


GREECE 



{Contirurd p. 1. jr-?. 3) 

mile radivt from Sakxuka! Planiras de¬ 
clared that “The pumahment ol crenim’:. m!! 
be inexorable, and err wreod to atomt:rrt f>!.- 
same atutudt tetx<r-ds msarrtctis.'ti." 

Meanwhile the utmost propagandn u bem*; 
wrung from the alleged hnstxgr-. held’ by 
EJL^.S. Tbe Greek Gorernment pts.-'i -.ir, 
they have taken 2.'/:,^. ibe Eru'vr, Oot;:-'- 
ment prevs say* 15,tV,’. The Red Cr.-?- ,rr 
reported to have *T«tcd that there are not vr 
than ■*,000. Let us be c?e»f 
question; Anarchists hare abvajrs, and will : 
ways, repudiate the practice of taking It.-.-i- 
of threatening guiltless people in or-~r to r^y 
the hand of the guilty. We repudiate ■ ,;> a 
practice whoever undmakes it. But what w 
arc here concerned with is the propagimJ.i tthich 
is being made out of the hostage aiiegations by 
reactionaries in this country who have no sudi 
moral objections to the bosuge system, and have 
no hesitation in resorting to it whra it suits 
them. 

At the same moment when Churchill is ful¬ 
minating against this "barbarous” practice in 
Parliament, the Athens police are filling the 
jails with partisans. 'I he police who collabora¬ 
ted with the Nazis in bunting out the resistance 
fighters, who began the bloodshed by firing on 
an unarmed crowd, now collaborate with the 
British ruling class in fighting down the Greek 
worker*. That is the value oi Churchill’s ’’am¬ 
nesty”. It can be gauged still further when we 
learn that all tbe workers loyal to JbJVJVl. em¬ 
ployed in the Athens gas, water, and clcctnaty 
works have been dismissed- 'i'hc policy wtuen 
in fact is being instituted is one of naked re¬ 
prisals on the pan of the ruling class. It is 
once more the White Terror. 

Not openly, of course. The wave of indigna¬ 
tion in December has taught tbe ruling class 
in this country that they must go slow. But 
th^ go on just the same. To sugar the pill is 
this false talk about amnesty, coupled with cal¬ 
umnies about atrocities against hostages for 
which no shred of evidence has been presented. 

But also there arc other measures to delude 
the workers and lull their class solidarity. There 
arc to be "free elections”. In the elections for 
the King in 1935, there was a ’’secret’’ ballot. 
But those who voted for a republic were beaten 
up at the polling booths all the same. Nothing 
in Plastiras’ record makes one think be would 
recoil from similar election methods. 

Then the T.U.C. bosses—faithful stooges of 
the Tories as ever—arc going to Greece. So 
people are expected to suspend judgment till they 
report. The time gained will be used for still 
further arrests. Nor is their report likely to 
impug^ the Government’s reactionary policy— 
the T.U.C. leaders know too well which side 
their bread is buttered. 

Finally, guarantees have been given that the 
Royalist militia will be disarmed at the same 
lime as the E.LA.S. militias, there will be no 
unUaicxal disarmament, etc. At the same time 
ChurchiU declares that he will not tolerate 
private armies. Sounds very tuce. But in the 
same issue of the Daily Telegraph (11/1/45) 
occur two announcements; first that the Royalist 
militia (E.DJE.S.) had withdrawn to Corfu; 
second that the War Ministry had called up for 
military service all persons of the 1934 to 1940 
classes residing in Corfu. Disarm the Right by 
incorporating them in the Right-wing Govern¬ 
ment forces'. 

The Issue 

The Greek workers have proved their anti- 
fascism in the years under the Nazi occupation. 
But because of their initiative in expelling the 
Germans they have threatened the class stability 
of the Allied nations. They have constituted a 
threat to the property owners of Greece, the 
men who hob-nobbed with the Germans and 
now hob-nob with the British. They therefore 
are made the target of the British ruling class, 
the centre pin of world reaction. The British 
workers have already shown that their sense of 
justice is outraged; they may proceed to a more 
formidable manifestation of class solidarity. So 
a tissue of lies is woven, to which the Labour 
Party lends its assent, and to which the Trade 
Union leaders adopt an attitude of judicious 
non-partisanship. Promises are made even at 
the very moment when they are being flouted. 

Every attempt to lull the workers is made. 
Already the ruling class is lasting success. Al¬ 
ready the Greek partisans have b«;n partly dis¬ 
armed, and Uc at the mercy of the fascist police. 
It is for the workers of Britain to sec though 
the sham, and by whatever action is open to 
them, to frustrate the vengeance of intcr>'cn- 
tionist reaction. 


IS YOU k 

JOURNEY 
REALLY 

necessary 



LETTERS 


vL SOLlDARm 


• Polic'O Hald 

Dear Friend*. 

I Mould like lo fhe fnttontng fmet* to 

v€Mir atlention, *inee the* •hoM Che already 
fa«ei<C character of current "war" legivlmtioa 
in chi* country. 

DurinjC the recent raid hy .Scotland lard 
on Freedom Pre** office* and the home* of 
individual comrade*, mmong other thin<« re¬ 
moved whole*ale hy the police from one com¬ 
rade'* home wa« a folio containing the final 
material for a *urreall*t review of which I am 
the Editor. None of thi* material touched 
directly on political i**uc*. and wa* certainly 
not even remotely “*o»picioo«" under the 
term* of the Defence Regulotlon in question 
(which deal* with dI*affeetion). even allowing 
for the rother doubtful cultural *tandardi o4 
member* of the Special Branch. Moreover, 
it wa* explained to the police that the com- 
rodc ot who*e home the review material was 
found wa* a**i*ting in it* production in a tech¬ 
nical capacity—dealing with typography, 
block-making, printing, etc. 

Some day* later, two police tn*peetor« and 
a police *crgcant from the Special Branch 
vi*itcd' mr own flat with a Warrant under the 
*amc Defence Regulation, turned my room* 
upaidc down and que*tioned me for tome 
hour*, mostly concerning my relationship with 
Freedom Pre**- They then removed complete 
folios of privote and literary note* ond eopie* 
of poem* and tronslation*. private correspon¬ 
dence. my cheque counterfoil*, copic* of 
War Commentary, etc. 

Although my solicitors made application 
shortly afterward* to Scotland Yard for the 
immediate return of all property *eir.ed, no 
answer of ony kind ha* hitherto been received. 

As a footnote, you may be interested to 
learn that the poliee sergeant, returning the foU 
lowing day. mentioned that, quite apart (of 
course) from any professional interest* of Im, 
he had for some time been greatly interested 
in the various manifestations of the surrealist 
movement, ond could he Join the movement 
please? However dubious the cultural level 
of Special Branch officers, they would appear 
to have aspirations, ot least. 

FrotcmollT vours, 

SLMON WATSON TAYLOR- 

• ABOUT OURSELVES 

Your paper is of inestimable value in these 
days, being the focus po’mt of that real hatred 
of vrar and dictatorship which is rooted in the 
hearts of millions of our people but cannot find 
adequate expression. Almost alone you are 
speaking the plain truth with admirable courage. 
May you long continue the good work. 

Yours sincerely, 

CS. 


FREEDOM BOOKSHOP 
132 Cheltenham Road, Bristol 



Freedom Press publications advertised elsewhere 
in this issue also in stock. The following bo<*s 
arc still available: 

WHY not TRUST THE TORIES? Aneurin Reran !/• 
THE CIVILIZATION OF THE 

RENAISSANCE IN ITALY J. Burekhardt 7/8 
empire in AFRICA A. Campbell 2/8 

BRITAIN’S COAL M. Hefneman 8/- 

the lion and the UNICORN Cenxe Orwell if- 
the papacy in POLITICS J. McCabe t/8 

THE NEW INDIAN RORE TRICK Rex. ReyneWs -It 
SPARTACUS F. A. RWley 1f- 

THE STORY OF TOOLS C. Chllde f/8 

FALSEHOOD IN WARTIME PonsPnby 2/8 

selected poems Stephen Spender 2/8 

MODERN WLSH EPOETRY «/- 

SONS OF THE MISTRAL Rpy Campbell 2/8 

ORIGINS OF CHRISTIANITY Tho*. Whittaker 7/8 
SEX AND REPRESSION IN SAVAGE SOCIETY 

Mallnow«hl 8/8 

CRIME AND CUSTOM IN SAVAGE SOCIETY 

Malinowski 8/8 

the way AND ITS POWER Arthur Waley 7/8 
MAHATMA GANDHI Romain Rolland 3/8 

SCIENCE AND PROGRESS S. Lllley 2/8 

DEMOCRACY IN THE DOCK Qidebn Clark 3,'- 

NOW. Volume 3 Edited by C. Wobtteoek it- 

death pays a OIVIOEND f. Broekway 3/8 

the RUSSIAN ENIGMA A. ClUxn t/8 

STALIN'S RUSSIA AND THE CRISIS 
IN SOCIALISM Max Eastaian 7/8 

ART AND INDUSTRY Herbert Read «'8 

EDUCATION THROUGH ART Herbert R*ad »/• 
money MUST GO Phlloren Xd 

rights of man T. Paino *.'* 

The language a thought of ..... 

the child Ptoxef «'• 

the moral judgment of the ___ ,,, 

child Pia«i ts/ • 

JUDGMENT A REASONING IN THE 
CHILD Plaxel 12/8 

young children in wartime Ann* Fr«id 1/* 

STARVATION IN EUROPE 

Please add for posiaxe on book* a* toU<^; Older* 
up to 1 /. add 2d. *4.; 3/. 

to 8/- add Sd.: e/. to 15/- add 7d.. over 18/. add 1*. 


Mated by kipnaa Inatera. 84a Wmteobapel Migb 8L. London, fc.1-fubllalw<l by Kewioo# 














































